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TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE LIFE
OF GERALD “JERRY” LEE

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the life of Gerald “Jerry” Lee, who was born
in San Francisco on August 15, 1952, and
died on December 24, 2014, at the age of 62
in his home city. Jerry, the son of Fon Yook
Lee and Sai Soo Lee, was raised in San Fran-
cisco and attended Washington Irving Elemen-
tary, Francisco Junior High, and Galileo High
School, City College of San Francisco and
San Francisco State University.

Jerry and his wife Beverly Chin were mar-
ried in San Francisco in 1975, and gave so
generously of their time and considerable tal-
ents to their community. They devoted count-
less hours to causes including: the San Fran-
cisco Chinese New Year Parade; Self-Help for
the Elderly; Chinatown Community Develop-
ment Center; Community Youth Center of San
Francisco; Cameron House; Wu Yee Chil-
dren’s Services; United Way of the Bay Area;
Have a Ball Foundation; Salvation Army; APA
Family Services; Glide Memorial Church; the
San Francisco Junior Giants; Big Brothers and
Big Sisters; On Lok; Boys & Girls Club; Angel
Island Immigration Station Foundation, and the
Asian Police Officers Association. Jerry’s com-
mitment to his community included being an
ardent supporter of the San Francisco Giants
and the 49ers.

Jerry worked at United Parcel Services for
more than four decades, beginning as a load-
er and climbing the corporate ladder to the po-
sition of Community Affairs Manager. At UPS,
he took on special assignments at the regional
and corporate levels and was recognized for
his work as the United Way Coordinator and
Congressional Awareness Coordinator. As
UPS'’s representative he formed close relation-
ships with California’s non-profit organizations,
providing them with grants and sponsorships
and coordinated teams of volunteers to sup-
port the needs of the community.

Jerry was appointed by Mayor Art Agnos to
form San Francisco’s Department of Parking
and Traffic. Jerry also served as Chair of the
City’s Taxi Committee and was an important
part of the development of the industry’s man-
ual. Mayor Gavin Newsom appointed Jerry to
the San Francisco Municipal Transportation
Agency Board of Directors and he was re-ap-
pointed to this position by Mayor Ed Lee.

Jerry is survived by his beloved spouse
Beverly; his children Kimberly, Corbett and
Bennett, and his mother Sai Soo Lee. He was
preceded in death by his father and he also
leaves his sisters Aimee, Vickie, Marie and
Patricia, and many aunts, uncles, cousins,
nieces and nephews.

| had the privilege of working with Jerry Lee
on many efforts. | saw first-hand his great en-
thusiasm for collaboration, a deep sense of
pride in all the employees at UPS and an un-

swerving commitment to his community rooted
in patriotism, decency and integrity. He was a
trusted friend and an extraordinary partner,
and | join the many in our region in grieving
his loss.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the extraordinary life and great ac-
complishments of a proud American, Jerry
Lee. We are a better community and a strong-
er country because of him.

IN HONOR OF ROCK SCULLY
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and accomplishments of a truly
remarkable man and to mourn the passing of
a dear friend, Rock Scully. Rock passed away
just before Christmas following a long battle
with cancer. The world knew Rock as the man
who managed the Grateful Dead from their in-
ception in San Francisco through their rise to
prominence to become music legends. | knew
Rock as the new kid in the 6th grade who be-
came my lifelong friend. Rock taught the Dead
about business. He taught me how to ski. We
grew up together, spent time together explor-
ing the wonders of Carmel-by-the-Sea, and
later traveling together to serve in interfaith
peace camps in Germany and Austria in 1958.
Some of my fondest memories were created
with Rock. As a Member of this House, | rise
to honor Rock’s contribution to American cul-
ture. But as SAM FARR, | rise today to shed
tears for the loss of a friend who | had known
for 61 years.

Rock was born in Seattle in 1941. | first met
him when he moved to Carmel in 1952. We
became friends in grammar school and went
to Carmel High School together before he
moved to Switzerland to finish his senior year.
Rock attended Earlham College in Indiana be-
fore moving back to California for graduate
school in San Francisco.

Rock began his public career in the early
1960s, while studying at San Francisco State
College. He helped organize civil rights dem-
onstrations to fight discrimination in San Fran-
cisco including the now famous sit-ins at the
Sheraton Palace Hotel and at automobile
dealerships on Van Ness Avenue in 1964. The
sit-ins were successful in improving hiring
practices and creating agreements of non-dis-
crimination. They also caused Rock and oth-
ers to spend 30 days in the San Bruno county
jail for disturbing the peace.

At the same time, Rock found his calling in
San Francisco’s fledgling rock music scene.
He became the manager of The Charlatans,
one of the originators of what became known
as the San Francisco Sound in the 1960s. He
also helped support the fledgling rock scene
as part of a collective known as the Family
Dog.

Just before | left to join the Peace Corps,
Rock called to tell me he was going to quit

graduate school to manage a new band full
time. “You're crazy!” | said. Rock told me they
were amazing and definitely going places.
“Besides,” he said, “they have the coolest
name: the Grateful Dead.” Rock may have
been crazy but he was right. The Dead was a
local Bay Area act when he started managing
them in 1965. The band became an American
icon in the two decades he was with them.
Bob Weir of the Grateful Dead put it beau-
tifully in a message he posted upon learning
of Rock’s death, “Rock helped explain the
Dead to the world.”

Rock chronicled his twenty years with the
band in his book “Living with the Dead.” He
became a voice for the narrative history of
musicians and artists that changed the cultural
landscape of California. In many ways he was
part of the broad and varied movement that
helped shape California’s openness to innova-
tion, creativity, and diversity. That movement
can be traced at the University of California,
Santa Cruz, whose library houses the com-
plete archives of the Grateful Dead.

Rock played such a huge part in so many
lives, but especially to his family and friends.
| want to extend my condolences to his
daughter, Sage Scully and stepdaughter, Aca-
cia Scully; half sisters, Norah Scully and Kate
Scully; step sisters, Julie Mayer Vognar and
Amanda Mayer Stinchecum; and his brother,
Dicken Scully, who travelled with us in Europe
in 1958.

Mr. Speaker, | know | speak for the whole
House in celebrating Rock Scully’s amazing
spirit and in offering our best wishes to his
family and friends. To quote the band that
Rock managed for two decades, “A box of
rain will ease the pain and love will you see
you through.”

—————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
GERALD LEE

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Gerald “Jerry” Lee. Jerry was born on
August 15, 1952, in San Francisco, California,
where he attended Washington Irving Elemen-
tary School, Francisco Junior High School,
and Galileo High School. He went on to attend
City College of San Francisco and San Fran-
cisco State University.

Jerry’s firsthand knowledge of San Fran-
cisco and dedication to improving public transit
and the MUNI system provided him the experi-
ence necessary to excel as the United Parcel
Service’s (UPS) Community Affairs Manager.
Jerry began working for UPS 43 years ago as
a loader. Jerry was recognized for his work as
the United Way Coordinator and Congres-
sional Awareness Coordinator. As the Com-
munity Awareness Coordinator, Jerry worked
one-on-one with California’s non-profit organi-
zations, he extended grants and sponsorship
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opportunities, and coordinated volunteers to
support the work of the community.

Jerry dedicated his life to serving the resi-
dents of his hometown. While working for
UPS, Jerry also served as a special assistant
to San Francisco Mayor Art Agnos in 1988. In
this position, Jerry established the Department
of Parking and Traffic. He also served as
Chairman of Mayor Agnos’ Taxi Committee
where he wrote the taxi industry’s manual and
created a management structure for over three
hundred parking control officers. In 2008 Jerry
was appointed by Mayor Gavin Newsom to
join San Francisco Municipal Transportation
Agency’s (SFMTA) Board of Directors, and
was later re-appointed by Mayor Ed Lee. Jerry
served as SFMTA Vice Chairman until 2010
before becoming Chair of the Board’s Policy
and Governance Committee.

Jerry also served as a member of the city’s
Citizen’s Advisory Committee as well as Self-
Help for the Elderly’s Board of Directors. He
and his wife, Beverly, were actively involved in
their community, working with the San Fran-
cisco Chinese New Year Parade, Chinatown
Community Development Center, Community
Youth Center of San Francisco, Cameron
House, Wu Yee Children’s Services, United
Way of the Bay Area, Have a Ball Foundation,
Salvation Army, APA Family Services, Glide
Memorial Church, the San Francisco Junior
Giants, Big Brothers and Big Sisters, On Lok,
Boys & Girls Club, Angel Island Immigration
Station Foundation, and the Asian Police Offi-
cers Association.

Jerry is survived by his wife Beverly; his
children Kimberly, Corbett, and Bennett; his
mother Sai Soo Lee; and his sisters Aimee,
Vickie, Marie and Patricia; and his aunts, un-
cles, cousins, nieces, and nephews. Jerry was
preceded in death by his father, Fon Yook
Lee. To his fellow committee members and
fellow organization members, Jerry will be
missed and never forgotten.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
AND FAMILIES

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the dedicated men and women
who serve and protect our communities every
day as members of police departments large
and small.

In recent months, we have seen chilling ex-
amples of how a lack of appreciation and re-
spect for these men and women can rip apart
communities and result in senseless and lethal
violence.

All of us would be well-served to remember
that the men and women who pin on a badge
every day are not just police officers. They are
also husbands and wives; mothers and fa-
thers; brothers and sisters; aunts and uncles.

We should all recognize that police officers
do more than just patrol our streets. They are
part of our community.

In light of recent events, it is important to
express our gratitude and offer a simple
“thank you” to the countless law enforcement
officers who serve with valor and distinction.

| had the honor of doing just this last week-
end in West Chester, and again will have the
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honor of doing so this weekend in Berks
County. Let us all be solemnly reminded that
the Thin Blue Line is willing to risk their own
safety so that our loved ones, our homes and
our businesses are protected.

So ahead of this upcoming weekend, | want
to personally thank the efforts of retired Read-
ing Police Lieutenant Michael Kurtz, Tricia
Wertz—a widow of fallen Reading Police Offi-
cer Scott Wertz—and many, many others as
the Berks County community will unite to show
respect and in the spirit of building stronger,
safer communities where all lives matter.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, on January 6,
2015 | missed recorded votes #1-7 as | was
attending the funeral of Governor Mario
Cuomo in New York.

| would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were here and sworn into office:

On Roll Call #1 | would have voted present
(Quorum Call).

On Roll Call #2 | would have voted for
NANCY PELOSI for Speaker.

On Roll Call #3 | would have voted “no”
(Motion to Table).

On Roll Call #4 | would have voted “no”
(Previous Question).

On Roll Call #5 | would have voted ‘“yes”
(Motion to Commit).

On Roll Call #6 | would have voted “no”
(Passage of House Rules Package).

On Roll Call #7 | would have voted “yes”
(Passage “Hire More Heroes Act” H.R. 22).

———

HONORING AMERICA’S PEACE
OFFICERS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, everyday
men and women of the police force put on
their uniform and head out into the unknown.
They encounter callous criminals and outlaws
who have no regard for the law or their fellow
man.

But yet every day, these police officers still
get up and put on the uniform. They bravely
face what could very well be some of the most
dangerous situations and potentially their last
moments on this Earth as they work to protect
us: our families, our friends, our children. Be-
cause that's what they do, they work to re-
store and maintain peace in our communities
and neighborhoods.

When New York Police Officers Rafael
Ramos and Wenjian Liu woke up on the morn-
ing of December 20th to put on their uniform,
they had no idea it would be their last day.
The two patrol officers were sitting in their
squad car, working overtime, when a hateful
and spiteful criminal struck. The ruthless mur-
derer shot and killed the two officers in cold
blood.

Officer Ramos and Officer Liu's lives were
robbed from them.
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Officer Liu was married only two months be-
fore, and now his wife is left as a widow. Offi-
cer Ramos was a devoted husband and fa-
ther, active in his church with plans to join the
ministry. These two men of solid character,
were targeted and attacked. So much hate
has been hurled at police officers.

Recently, two more New York Police Offi-
cers were shot while investigating a robbery
call in the Bronx when they were shot and
wounded by criminals. The disrespect of our
law enforcement must stop. The soulless
thugs who hunt down police officers and kill
them have to be punished to the highest de-
gree.

Underneath these uniforms are moms,
dads, sisters, brothers, cousins and friends.
Protecting us is their job. It is their duty to
bring safety to our communities, to separate
anarchy from order, and to bring justice to
crime victims. No police officer should have to
be any more fearful than they already are for
their life while on patrol.

As Americans, we must let them know that
we support them and are grateful for all they
do for our communities. A nationwide cam-
paign called Project Blue Light was launched
to show support for the special men and
women in our police force.

A single blue light in a window or front
porch shows support for our peace officers.
Neighborhoods, communities and towns
should beam the glow of blue in support of
these community warriors. Take the time to
thank a police officer.

To many, the unknown is terrifying, but to
police officers, it’s just another day. Today, on
National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day,
we lift up all those who put their lives on the
line every single day for us. They deserve the
utmost respect and support not just today but
every day of the year.

During my other life, | was a prosecutor and
criminal court judge in Houston, Texas. | have
known and still know individuals who wear the
badge or the star over their heart. Some of
those peace officers | knew gave their lives for
the safety of others.

Peace officers put their lives between us
and criminals. They stand between the law
and the lawless. | have had the opportunity to
know peace officers from all over the U.S.—
including New York and especially New York
City.

Years ago, | taught at the New York State
Police Academy. After those folks from New
York and | got through the language barrier, |
found them to be some of New York’s finest
of people—some of the best peace officers in
the country.

Peace officers are necessary in our society
because some in our country refuse to follow
the law. Ironically, we hire these men and
women to do society’s dirty work then society
criticizes them for their actions.

Peace officers are the last strand of wire in
the fence between the fox and the chickens.
They have earned and deserve our respect.
America should mourn the ambush and assas-
sination of all those in law enforcement who
have given their lives for order in America—
especially the men in blue of New York.

And that’s just the way it is.
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SAVE AMERICAN WORKERS ACT
OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to H.R. 30, the so-called “Save
American Workers Act of 2015.” Republicans
claim this bill is a fix to the Affordable Care
Act and vital to protecting American jobs. But
that's simply not true. According the non-par-
tisan CBO, raising the threshold for employers
to provide coverage from 30 hours per week
to 40 could lead them to shift more employees
to part-time work, end employer-sponsored
coverage for one million people, and leave up
to half a million completely uninsured. Even
conservative analyst Tuval Levin agreed, writ-
ing recently in the National Review, “Putting
the cutoff for the employer mandate at 40
hours would put far, far more people at risk of
having their hours cut than leaving it at 30
hours.” On top of the assaults on workers’
hours and benefits, CBO estimates the bill
would increase the federal deficit by $53 bil-
lion over the next decade.”

Republicans have brought this irresponsible
bill to the floor on the heels of more news that
the Affordable Care is working. Yesterday,
Gallup released data showing the percentage
of uninsured Americans is declining steeply
and HHS announced that nearly 6.6 million
Americans selected plans or were re-enrolled
in the federal exchange since open enroliment
began.

As | have said before, | am more than will-
ing to work with my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to make genuine, reasonable im-
provements to the Affordable Care Act. Along
these lines, | want to commend Congressman
JOE COURTNEY for bringing an altemative pro-
posal to the Rules Committee yesterday. Un-
fortunately, today’s bill does not meet the defi-
nition of a genuine, reasonable improvement.

Finally Mr. Speaker, if Republicans were
really serious about helping employees they
would support the CEO/Employee Paycheck
Fairness Act. The bill is simple. It says if cor-
porations want to be able to deduct the bo-
nuses and compensation for their CEOs and
other executives over $1 million, they better
be giving their employees a fair shake. | urge
my colleagues to reject the 40-hour bill and
join me in a real effort to support American
workers.

———

H.R. 37—PROMOTING JOB CRE-
ATION AND REDUCING SMALL
BUSINESS BURDENS ACT

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on
January 7, 2015 | inadvertently voted yes on
Roll Call number 9, on H.R. 37—the so-called
“Promoting Job Creation and Reducing Small
Business Burdens Act”. | intended to vote no
on this bill and | wish to make my position
clear for the record.

| oppose this bill because it undermines the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act. This im-
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portant law was passed in response to the
worst financial crisis since the Great Depres-
sion and it was designed to ensure that Wall
Street will never again be able to destroy our
economy. The crisis was made worse by the
widespread trading of complex financial de-
rivatives, many of which were not understood
by those engaged in their trade, and many of
which were not used by “end users” engaged
in traditional hedging of risk. Dodd-Frank pro-
tects our economic security by requiring over-
the-counter derivatives to be regulated by both
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission
(CFTC) and the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC). This bill would undermine
those protections by forbidding regulators from
imposing requirements that margin or collat-
eral be provided for derivatives transactions
involving commercial companies. The legisla-
tion is also harmful in that it entirely eliminates
statutory authority for the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (CFTC) and the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission (SEC) to reg-
ulate margin and collateral at non-bank deriva-
tives dealers serving commercial end users.

Even though regulators have not proposed
to require any margin of commercial end users
at this time, it is inappropriate to completely
eliminate the ability of central derivatives mar-
ket regulators to take action in this important
area. This is a clear attempt by Republicans to
delay and weaken implementation of core
parts of the Dodd-Frank Act at the expense of
main street, and our future economic security.

Unfortunately, this misguided bill was
brought to the floor with complete disregard
for proper legislative process. Legislation such
as this should be considered by committees
and members should have the opportunity to
offer amendments. This did not occur in this
instance and instead was brought directly to
the floor on a suspension of the normal House
rules that apply.

Although | inadvertently voted “yes” on this
bill, 1 am encouraged that H.R. 37 did not
pass the house and | stand in solidarity with
my colleagues who voted no.

———

RECOGNIZING PAULA SAMPSON ON
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT FROM FAIRFAX COUNTY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize and commend Paula C. Sampson on
the occasion of her retirement after a long and
distinguished career in public service to the
residents of Fairfax County, Virginia. For the
past 15 years, Paula has been the director of
the Department of Housing and Community
Development. She has spent her career fo-
cused on putting home ownership within reach
of more people and finding more affordable
options for those not yet able to purchase their
own home.

After graduating from the University of
Michigan with degrees in political science and
history, Paula landed a job as a local urban
planner. She then relocated to the National
Capital Region and accepted a position with
the National Association of Counties in its
Legislative Affairs Office.

Fairfax County recruited her to become the
Housing Department’s Director of Real Estate
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Finance in 1986. In 1994, Paula left Fairfax to
become CEO of the Connecticut Housing In-
vestment Fund, a state-wide, nonprofit organi-
zation focused on affordable housing. Thank-
fully Paula realized her true home was here in
Fairfax, returning in 1999.

| served on the Board of Supervisors at the
time and knew she would be a real champion
for housing, which is no small feat. On the ad-
ministrative side, you’re managing public dol-
lars, gauging the local housing market, and
building community partnerships with banks
and nonprofits. But there is also a human
side, in which you’re working to assist resi-
dents across the spectrum, from those seek-
ing help buying a first home to those wanting
assistance managing their money so they can
one day afford a home to those who are
homeless and simply need a warm place to
rest their heads.

Paula truly gets it and proved adept and
skillful in juggling those different aspects of
her duties. In describing herself, she says,
“While the complexities of real estate finance,
the challenges of deal-making and the excite-
ment of the ribbon-cutting are all fun, the real
motivator for me is helping an individual have
a place to call home. My own modest begin-
ning showed me that growing up in a stable
home is the stepping stone to future success.”

| had the pleasure of working closely with
Paula during my tenure as Chairman of the
Board of Supervisors on a successful afford-
able housing preservation initiative. We had
identified the growing shortage of affordable
housing as a primary challenge for the Coun-
ty. Job growth was significantly outpacing con-
struction of new housing units, and those that
had once been affordable were quickly being
converted or redeveloped into condominium
units to capitalize on the hot real estate mar-
ket at the time.

We convened a summit of business, faith,
nonprofit, and community leaders, and from
that exercise we appointed a task force, which
recommended the Board of Supervisors estab-
lish a goal of preserving 1,000 affordable
housing units over a four year period, which at
the time we viewed as a stretch goal. As
Chairman, | was pleased to champion that
goal and set that course for our community,
but it was Paula who seized the mission and
kept the Department’s staff focused on ad-
vancing this cause at every turn and through
every hurdle. Thanks to her efforts, and those
of our many partners, we not only surpassed
our goal, we nearly tripled it with 2,700 homes
preserved. We were so successful that at one
point, the Board dedicated the value of one
penny on the local real estate tax to the pres-
ervation effort.

Based on the success of that initiative, we
launched a campaign to prevent and end
homelessness in 10 years, again hosting a
summit and appointing a task force to build
community support. It is because of that effort
that Fairfax was able to break the mold and
actually reduce its homeless population during
the Great Recession while other communities
struggled. Through it all, Fairfax has been
blessed to have the strong support of the faith,
nonprofit, and business communities, including
Catholics for Housing, Homestretch, Corner-
stones, Pathway Homes, United Community
Ministries, Sekas Homes, Deloitte, the Fairfax
County Chamber, and so many other commu-
nity partners. We also worked together in ad-
vancing the concept of Magnet Housing in the
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County to provide workforce housing for
nurses, police officers, firefighters and other
young professionals serving the community.

More recently, | was pleased to collaborate
with Paula in support of the County’s applica-
tion to the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development for acceptance as a Move
to Work agency. That designation provides in-
valuable flexibility with federal dollars to allow
Fairfax to better leverage its housing and
human service funds with assistance from
community partners to provide homeless resi-
dents with housing and job training so they
can “move to work” and self-sufficiency.

In addition to her regular duties, Paula also
has served on multiple regional, state, and na-
tional boards, including the National Associa-
tion of Local Housing Finance Agencies, the
National Community Development Association,
and the Freddie Mac Affordable Housing Advi-
sory Committee.

Without question, she has helped make our
community stronger, and helped provide other
communities with the tools to model our suc-
cess in Fairfax. Thanks to Paula’s leadership
Fairfax is moving ever close to goal of pro-
viding safe, affordable housing for all those
who wish to call our community home.

Mr. Speaker, Paula Sampson’s commitment
to public service has set an example that will
benefit our community for generations to
come. Her accomplishments are truly out-
standing and deserving of our sincere appre-
ciation. When | was Chairman of the County
Board, we often joked when retirement an-
nouncements like this came before the Board
that we should pass a resolution to not allow
such talented and dedicated staff to leave
public service, and | certainly wish that was
the case here.

| wish Paula the best of luck in her retire-
ment, and | ask my colleagues in the House
to join me in expressing our appreciation for
her long and fruitful service to the residents of
Fairfax County.

———

FRACKING IS JEOPARDIZING THE
ENVIRONMENT AND THE U.S.
ECONOMY

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to express my growing concern about the eco-
nomic issues of fracking. The once booming
oil fracking market could be headed for a bust.

If a bust in the oil fracking sector does hap-
pen, it could create massive losses on Wall
Street and for investors on Main Street in two
ways. First, fracking oil drillers issued massive
amounts of debt to construct the necessary
wells. With the price of gas falling, many oil
fracking drillers now face cash shortfalls. As a
result, it is becoming more and more difficult
for frackers to meet their debt servicing obliga-
tions. If the debt servicing obligations are not
met, investors on Main Street and Wall Street
could be left holding billions of dollars of
worthless bonds.

Second, many companies took out deriva-
tives contracts against market fluctuation, in-
suring stable cash flow. Losses are mounting
on these contracts as oil prices fall. Wall
Street banks that own many of these contracts
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will have to absorb massive losses. The unex-
pected shock of falling oil prices may desta-
bilize the balance sheet of these big banks,
creating the conditions for another financial
crisis.

Below is an article from Truthout.org that
further explains this issue.

[Truthout.org]
RUSSIA BLAMED, U.S. TAXPAYERS ON THE
HOOK, AS FRACKING BOOM COLLAPSES
(By Ben Ptashnik)

As Congress removes restrictions on tax-
payers bailing out the too-big-to-fail banks,
the right is blaming environmentalists and
Russia for the demise of the fracking boom.
In reality, the banks’ junk bonds and deriva-
tives have flooded Wall Street, and now the
fracking bubble threatens another financial
crisis.

Collapsing crude oil prices due to over-
supply are reaching tsunami proportions,
threatening Wall Street banks, investors and
a dozen countries, foremost Russia, Iran and
Venezuela, where revenue losses have caused
severe financial degradation, and economies
are about to implode. While Americans are
today enjoying $2 per gallon gasoline, Wall
Street’s analysts predict that an imminent
energy market collapse will bring financial
institutions to their knees once again, and
taxpayers are being set up for another man-
datory bailout.

At the heart of these tectonic shifts in the
entire energy sector is the recent expansion
of the hydraulic fracturing (fracking) indus-
try, a boom cycle that began in earnest when
Congress and the Bush administration passed
the Energy Policy Act of 2005, which exempt-
ed the new horizontal drilling technology
from the Clean Water Act, the Safe Drinking
Water Act and the National Environmental
Policy Act. By tapping considerable quan-
tities of new oil and gas resources from shale
deposits, the fracking boom promised U.S.
energy independence, upending the world’s
prevailing paradigms around renewable en-
ergy and peak o0il expectations. Environ-
mentalists fought against the huge Keystone
pipeline infrastructure that would deliver
the fossil fuels to foreign markets, fearing
that exploiting these resources would under-
mine the struggle for the curbing of carbon
emissions.

Fracking also threatened the dominance of
Russia and Saudi Arabia as the fossil fuel
suppliers of Europe when it became evident
that the United States would soon become a
net exporter. In the United States, fracking
was hyped on Wall Street as a get-rich-quick
opportunity, attracting massive capital
input, and creating an investment bubble.
Bloomberg reported this year that the num-
ber of bonds issued by oil and gas companies
has grown by a factor of nine since 2004.

“There’s a lot of Kool-Aid that’s being
drunk now by investors,”’, Tim Gramatovich,
chief investment officer and founder of
Peritus Asset Management LLC, told
Bloomberg in an April 2014 article. ‘‘People
lose their discipline. They stop doing the
math. They stop doing the accounting,” he
continued. ‘‘They’re just dreaming the
dream, and that’s what’s happening with the
shale boom.”

When gas fracking first popped onto the
scene, grandiose claims were made that the
United States had 100 years of gas supply in
shale, or 2,560 trillion cubic feet. And Wall
Street rode that initial estimate. The only
downside (beside the environmental disaster
left by this toxic industry) was that, like the
housing bubble which depended on ever-
growing home values to maintain profit-
ability, shale gas wells had to deliver con-
sistent or growing production and profit-
ability to pay back heavy debt interest loans
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on well driller companies: $3 to $9 million per
well. Fracking wells require not just drilling,
but also huge injections of energy, water,
sand and chemicals to fracture the rocks
that hold the oil and gas deposits.

But in fact, no statistical evidence con-
firmed the hyped claims of a 100-year shale
gas supply. In 2011, a study downsized this es-
timate from 2,560 trillion cubic feet to 750
trillion cubic feet, and by 2013, the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey refined that down to 481 tril-
lion cubic feet—less than a 19-year supply
based on 2013 rates of production. Neverthe-
less, huge amounts of capital poured into in-
creasingly marginal operations, and the
fracking market was flooded with junk bonds
and derivatives as investors piled in.

Meanwhile oil fracking, which is separate
from gas fracking, also needed huge injec-
tions of capital, but more importantly, oil
frackers needed oil prices to stay at $85 a
barrel or higher on average to break even.
Many of the shale oil wells that have sucked
up a huge amount of investment have also
turned out to have short lives and their oper-
ators required continued infusions of capital
to drill new wells to keep afloat, even as
prices tumbled due to the glut they them-
selves created. The Bakken, one of the larg-
est oil fracking plays, is a typical example.
It grew exponentially after environmental
protections were removed. But since 2008,
Bakken has required increasingly larger
numbers of wells just to maintain level pro-
duction and service debt. The industry, al-
ready in trouble in 2013, has now endured
plunging revenues through a year of oil sell-
ing at $60 to $70 per barrel, on average, in-
stead of $90 to $100.

Everyone had expected that in 2014 the
Saudis would move to limit supply and main-
tain stable oil prices by cutting back produc-
tion, as OPEC has done for decades. But an
unexpected shockwave hit the industry in
November 2014: The Saudis laid down the
gauntlet and announced their intention to
continue full production and let oil prices
drop.

For the Saudis, this serves two purposes:
First, it undermines the expansion of U.S.
shale oil by forcing prices down so low that
many of the wells have to be shut down or
lose money. Second, it punishes their enemy,
Iran, whose o0il export-based economy has
been savaged by the lower prices. The Saudis
are sitting pat, with a trillion-dollar war
chest savings account accumulated over a
decade of $100 per barrel oil. Oil Minister Ali
al-Naimi has publicly admitted that the
Saudis will wait as long as needed to retain
market share, even if prices plunge further.

Falling oil prices will place a huge stress
on the world’s junk bond market as energy
companies now account for 15 percent of the
outstanding issuance in the non-investment
grade bond market. The plunge in the prices
of crude could trigger a ‘‘volatility shock
large enough to trigger the next wave of de-
faults,”” according to Deutsche Bank.

This explains why the Obama administra-
tion—with complicity of both congressional
Democrats and Republicans—managed in the
wee hours of the morning to slip a loophole
into the supposedly ‘‘must-pass’ cliff-hanger
omnibus budget bill. This toxic Trojan horse,
passed in December 2014, now includes a
minor footnote provision that might cause
taxpayers to pick up the tab on more than a
trillion dollars (yes, trillion) if the energy
market bubble implodes, which it must if oil
stays at half the price it fetched just six
months ago.

After last minute, heavy lobbying on the
budget bill by Jamie Dimon of JPMorgan
Chase and an army of 3,000 Wall Street lob-
byists, it appears that once again sufficient
insecurity and fear had been spread among
the political class regarding destabilization
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of the financial markets (or withdrawal of
campaign financing). They allowed a last
minute amendment that killed Dodd-Frank
protections, and allowed U.S. taxpayers to be
shaken down to cover Wall Street’s shale
gambling debacle.

The heavy-handed move by the financial
industry has outraged progressives and lib-
ertarians alike. It seems that these Wall
Street criminals, like junkies attached to
their drugs of choice, just could not resist
the high of easy cash from Ponzi scheme
market bubbles, and so they have stuck it to
the U.S. public once again: Preposterously
huge bonuses, Porsches, pricey call girls, and
million-dollar Manhattan condos were at
stake. So hey, why should they Kkick the
habit? After all, not a single one of those con
artists went to jail last time.

Wall Street is now flooded with fracking
industry derivatives contracts that protect
the profits of oil producers from dramatic
swings in the marketplace. Derivatives are
essentially insurance policies taken out by
the oil industry to guard against fluctua-
tions in the cost of fossil fuel supplies. Dra-
matic swings rarely happen, but when they
do they can be absolutely crippling.

Derivatives taken out to ensure prices
don’t go down are now creating billions in
losses for those who sold such bets on the
market; someone is going to have to absorb
massive losses created by the sudden drop in
oil on the other end of those insurance con-
tracts. In many cases, it is the big Wall
Street banks, and if the price of oil does not
rebound substantially they could be facing
colossal losses.

The big Wall Street banks did not expect
plunging home prices to implode the mort-
gage-backed securities market in 2008, but
their current models also did not have $60 oil
prices included in projections. The huge
losses may send a shock wave into the entire
financial industry. It has been estimated
that the six largest ‘‘too-big-to-fail’’ banks
control $3.9 trillion in commodity deriva-
tives contracts, those same gambling instru-
ments that brought us the 2008 housing col-
lapse. And a very large chunk of that
amount is made up of oil derivatives. Com-
bined with the huge flood of shale junk bonds
on the market, the derivatives could initiate
a bubble burst that could turn into a finan-
cial market implosion.

Meanwhile, the global climate change
issue and energy market turbulence have
morphed into geopolitical tensions over Eu-
ropean fracking. Unsubstantiated allegations
in a New York Times report by Andrew Hig-
gins claim that the Russians are funding
anti-fracking protests to maintain their he-
gemony over gas markets.

The allegations have infuriated environ-
mentalists and climate justice activists. The
last thing they want is to be made scape-
goats for the fracking collapse and be played
as the neo-Cold War dupes of the Russian
empire. But memories of red-baiting sud-
denly hang in the air as (by seemingly coin-
cidence) dozens of right-wing media sites
regularly devoted to anti-Soviet slanders or
climate change denial immediately picked
up Higgins’ Times piece, as if on cue.

There are now dozens more of such pub-
lished reports. Even as the U.S. fracking in-
dustry collapses and tensions over control of
Ukraine and other former Soviet satellites
re-emerge, there seems to be a concerted
right-wing effort to label fracking opponents
Russian agents.

Vague innuendos dominate this narrative.
In the Times piece, for example, former
NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Ras-
mussen is quoted: ‘T have met allies who can
report that Russia, as part of their sophisti-
cated information and disinformation oper-
ations, engage actively with so-called non-
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government organizations.” Others write,
‘“‘Some in Sophia believe” or ‘‘Those who
suspect Russian involvement’’ or ‘‘There’s no
smoking gun, yet . . .”’

Critics in Romania accused the Times and
Higgins of scapegoating environmentalists
and acting as partisan players in a renewed
Cold War.

‘“What, exactly, is the grand total of evi-
dence that Russia is financing these anti-
fracking protests?’’ asks American blogger
in Romania, Sam C. Roman, in his article,
“Pot vs. Kettle,” pointing out that the first
anti-Russia allegation came from a politi-
cian who owned land that Chevron planned
to frack, and is thus losing money from the
protests. ““Not one allegation against Russia
in the entire article is proven by a single
document, piece of evidence or other direct
proof. All that exists are shadowy insinu-
ations and allegations.”” He asserts that ac-
cusations by Lithuanian, Romanian and
NATO officials against Russia have not yet
to be backed up by any proof.

‘“Add it up,” Roman writes. ‘“You’ve got
two former NATO [secretary generals]
stumping for Chevron (which competes with
Gazprom, a Russian energy company that
also conducts fracking operations in Europe)
blaming the Russian government for pro-
tests. . . . And all of this tied up in a neat
little bow by an American journalist who has
already been caught publishing anti-Russian
propaganda in his newspaper before.”’

This all leaves the United States somewhat
schizophrenic. On the one hand, the United
States and NATO’s foreign policy hawks are
delighted by the oil price collapse; it serves
to isolate and subdue Russia, expand NATO’s
influence in Eastern Europe, and puts pres-
sure on Iran to negotiate on nuclear aspira-
tions. Not to mention that with gasoline at
$2 per gallon, consumer spending and eco-
nomic growth will be enhanced. The U.S.
economy grew by a comparatively robust 5
percent in the third quarter of 2014.

According to an article by Larry Elliott in
The Guardian, ‘‘Stakes Are High as U.S.
Plays the Oil Card Against Iran and Russia,”
the price drop was an act of geopolitical war-
fare by the United States, administered by
the Saudis. Elliott suggests that U.S. Sec-
retary of State John Kerry allegedly struck
a deal with Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah in
September. That might explain how oil
prices dropped during the crisis caused by Is-
lamic State in Iraq and Syria, which would
normally have caused prices to rise.

It would also explain why the Obama ad-
ministration allowed the financial industry
the amendment to Dodd-Frank that effec-
tively exempts financial institutions from li-
ability associated with derivatives. Though
shale derivatives were not specifically men-
tioned by the Wall Street lobbyists as they
pressured their allies in Congress and the
White House, it is becoming increasingly
clear that the too-big-to-fail banks were be-
ginning to panic as dark clouds gathered on
the horizon in the shale derivatives trade.

Most bank customers and voters don’t
know that Congress has already written into
finance regulations that, in the case of insol-
vency, financial institutions could grab the
assets of depositors and ‘‘bail-in”’—which
means they can save themselves from their
losses in gambling operations at their invest-
ment divisions by grabbing cash assets of de-
positors, even those that are FDIC guaran-
teed, and legally convert them to bank
stocks. That means that in the event of an-
other market crash, Chase and Citi could
take their depositors’ cash in savings ac-
counts or CDs, and give the customers back
a bank stock certificate (of questionable
value) instead.

There are also those who scratch their
heads and ask, “Why did the TBTF banks
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push for a deletion of the Dodd-Frank provi-
sion now, instead of waiting for the friend-
lier Republican-controlled Congress to pass
this legislation?”” The only answer that
seems to make sense, and explain their ur-
gency, is that the collapse is imminent.

In the 1990s dot-com craze, every new Sil-
icon Valley start-up company was advertised
as the next Microsoft. What followed was the
crash of 2000, when the NASDAQ dropped
4,000 points (80 percent) in months. This
chart below is what the crash looked like in
2000 to 2002 after the market had reached
5,000 (almost exactly where it stands today).

Having learned their lesson well from the
last bailout, and knowing that they will
have a much harder time coming to Congress
hat-in-hand after a collapse, the TBTF banks
probably decided not to wait, pushing their
minions in the Beltway to inoculate them as
soon as possible from the potential market
explosion. In the meantime, they were prob-
ably dumping their own stocks on
unsuspecting investors. Based on year-end
reports for March 31, 2014, for 127 major oil
companies, cash input for the fracking indus-
try was $677 billion, while revenues from op-
erations only totaled $568 billion—a dif-
ference of almost $110 billion. And this was
before the price of oil started dropping six
months ago.

In three out of seven major fracking fields
in North America, companies are already re-
porting losses, with closures particularly
acute in Canada. It’s not clear whether
economists fully appreciate what’s about to
transpire. This decline in rig count is just
the beginning. Perhaps the end will come as
early as this winter or spring, as fiscal re-
ports for 2014’s fourth quarter are published,
operations shut down, crews are laid off, and
many unprofitable o0il and gas rigs are
mothballed.

So, whom will the banks, brokers and in-
vestors scapegoat for this upcoming crash?
Some predict that they will likely use every
available media outlet to blame community
activists, Democrats and Obama for stopping
the Keystone pipeline and for opposing the
fracking industry. And as in the climate
change denier movement, the narrative will
probably use ‘‘communist’” and ‘‘socialist”
rhetoric, which is why the Russian card is so
important to play: Hence the Higgins article.

The pundits on Fox will likely play on the
patriotism of the right and use their Big Lie
ploy (say something enough times, it be-
comes the truth) to the hilt. Six months
from now, while studiously avoiding mention
of our ‘‘allies,” the Saudis, or the Wall
Street banks, they will likely be vocifer-
ously defending those poor ‘‘beleaguered U.S.
oilmen” who could have made our country
strong and independent again in energy, but
were broken by the Democrats and those
‘“‘commie environmentalists’® working for
Putin. The market crash will be blamed on
the ‘“‘climate hoax.”

————

NORTH KOREA IS A STATE
SPONSOR OF TERROR

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the saga
with North Korea and its band of tyrants has
gone on far too long.

On November 24th, Sony Pictures Enter-
tainment was attacked. No its headquarters
were not bombed, nor did anyone storm the
buildings. This was a cyber attack.

It is believed to be the worst of its type on
a company on U.S. soil. Hackers released
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personal data of Sony employees, disabled
Sony’s IT systems, and destroyed data.

Shortly after, anonymous emails threatened
movie-goers hoping to see the Sony film, “The
Interview”. These threats warned about “9/11-
style” terrorist attacks.

A little over a month later, on December 29,
the FBI said North Korea was responsible for
the cyber attack.

Contrary to what the President has called
“cyber vandalism”, this cyber terrorism de-
serves a bold, immediate response.

The world’s dictators and terrorists must
know without a doubt that an attack—cyber or
physical—on the U.S. will result in a dev-
astating response. This starts with the little
dictator of Pyongyang, Kim Jong-Un.

It needs to immediately put North Korea
back on the State Sponsors of Terrorism list.
Representative ROS-LEHTINEN has a bill that
puts tough sanctions on North Korea and
urges the Administration to put North Korea
back on the list. | am an original cosponsor of
the bill.

There is no doubt that North Korea belongs
on the State Sponsors of Terrorism list.

In July 2009, UAE officials discovered a
North Korean ship full of weapons heading to
Iran.

Iran has been on the state sponsor of ter-
rorism list since 1984 because it provides hun-
dreds of millions of dollars and tons of weap-
ons to terrorist groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas. So when one hears about North
Korea sending weapons to Iran, it is not a typ-
ical transfer of weapons. This is about giving
a recognized state sponsor of terrorism more
guns to put in the hands of known and des-
ignated terrorist groups.

Five months after the UAE seizure, Thai au-
thorities found 35 tons of North Korean weap-
ons on a plane, also traveling to Iran and ulti-
mately bound for delivery to foreign terrorist
organizations Hezbollah and Hamas.

In April 2010, South Korean officials appre-
hended two North Korean military-trained
agents who had orders to assassinate a de-
fector from North Korea.

On March 26, 2010, North Korea sunk a
South Korean naval vessel, killing 46 sailors.

On November 23, 2010 North Korea repeat-
edly bombed a small South Korean island, kill-
ing two civilians and two marines.

So far, as punishment for the cyber attack
on Sony, the President sanctioned ten individ-
uals and three organizations tied to North Ko-
rea’s intelligence, arms supply, and defense
research.

These sanctions are not enough. Other peo-
ple or organizations not sanctioned by the
U.S. can easily take over the same work.

Reinstating North Korea on the State Spon-
sors of Terrorism list would deepen existing
sanctions and could deliver a crippling blow to
the little dictator of Pyonyang.

This Administration cannot allow the United
States to be bullied again and again.

The West allowed Putin into Ukraine. We
have watched ISIS behead our journalists. We
have seen Americans die in Israel at the
hands of Hamas.

Now, we have let North Korea silence us.

To have a country on the other side of the
world not just threaten but actually take away
one of America’s most fundamental rights is
outrageous.

It is time to stop appeasing our enemies.

And that’s just the way it is.
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IN HONOR OF OUR BRAVE MEN
AND WOMEN ON LAW ENFORCE-
MENT APPRECIATION DAY

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | be-
lieve in the rule of law. For that reason, today
on the first annual Law Enforcement Apprecia-
tion Day (L.E.A.D), | would like to honor our
brave men and women in both state as well
as federal law enforcement agencies. In our
nation, we have approximately 900,000 law
enforcement officials. Without these hard-
working individuals, who constantly risk their
lives, the rule of law would not be possible.
According to the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI), 76 law enforcement officers lost
their lives in the line-of-duty in 2013, 27
deaths were the result of felonious, criminal
acts by perpetrators. My own home state of
Texas has lost more officers than any other
state in the U.S.

Mr. Speaker, throughout my life | have been
truly inspired by the professionalism and devo-
tion to public safety of those in law enforce-
ment. | know | speak for many people of good
will when | say | wholeheartedly support the
efforts of law enforcement officers to serve
and protect our communities and our country.
Additionally, we will not let the questionable
actions of a few individuals acting under the
color of law besmirch the reputation and leg-
acy of all law enforcement officers in our great
nation.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on January 6,
2015, | missed recorded votes #1-7 as | was
attending the funeral of Governor Mario
Cuomo in New York.

I would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were here and sworn into office:

On Roll Call #1 | would have voted present
(Quorum Call).

On Roll Call #2 | would have voted for
NANCY PELOSI for Speaker.

On Roll Call #3 | would have voted no (Mo-
tion to Table).

On Roll Call #4 | would have voted no (Pre-
vious Question).

On Roll Call #5 | would have voted yes (Mo-
tion to Commit).

On Roll Call #6 | would have voted no (Pas-
sage of House Rules Package).

On Roll Call #7 | would have voted yes
(Passage “Hire More Heroes Act of 2015”
H.R. 22).

| would also like to reflect that | would have
voted for the Honorable NANCY PELOSI for
Democratic Leader.
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RECOGNIZING U.S. AMBASSADOR
TO BANGLADESH DAN MOZENA

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as he retires from
the Foreign Service next week, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding work of the U.S.
Ambassador to Bangladesh Dan Mozena. He
led a distinguished career of public service to
the United States, capped by his impressive
efforts over the past several years to promote
workers’ safety and advance fundamental
labor rights in Bangladesh.

Following a string of tragedies in the Ban-
gladesh garment industry, including the col-
lapse of the Rana Plaza factory that took the
lives of 1,138 workers in 2013 and the factory
fire at Tazreen Fashions that took the lives of
112 workers in 2012, Ambassador Mozena
has advocated for workers’ safety and their
right to freedom of association. He has urged
Bangladesh to transform its garment sector
from a model based on a race-to-the-bottom in
labor standards, to one where a “Made in
Bangladesh” becomes a label valued for the
country’s commitment to workers’ rights and
high standards for safety.

Following the U.S. Government’s decision to
suspend trade preferences and issue an Ac-
tion Plan focused on labor rights and factory
safety, Ambassador Mozena convened the
embassies of other garment importing coun-
tries (Netherlands, Canada, the United King-
dom, and the European Union) with the re-
sponsible Bangladesh Government Secretar-
iats on a monthly basis to track progress. This
model for joint advocacy is one that merits
recognition and replication as our Embassies
work to elevate labor rights in developing
economies.

Ambassador Mozena worked with the U.S.
Department of Labor to bring the first Labor
Attaché to Bangladesh, and he leaves an insti-
tutional framework to help advance labor
rights in this young and developing country.
Under Mozena’s leadership the U.S. Embassy
became a place where workers could turn to
for help when they faced coercion, repression,
and anti-union violence.

Of course, there is a tremendous amount of
work that still needs to be accomplished in
Bangladesh to ensure that workers are safe
and that their fundamental rights are re-
spected in the workplace. Ambassador
Mozena has fought to ensure that momentum
is going in the right direction in Bangladesh—
we must continue this work moving forward.

Ambassador Mozena’s accomplishments ex-
tend beyond labor rights. Since presenting his
Letters of Credence to the President of Ban-
gladesh on November 24, 2011, Ambassador
Mozena has strengthened relations between
the United States and Bangladesh by pro-
moting a Bangladesh that is peaceful, secure,
prosperous, healthy, and democratic. He em-
phasized understanding the diversity of Ban-
gladesh, making visits to each of the country’s
64 districts. In the United States, he has vis-
ited Bangladeshi-Americans across the coun-
try.
During his time as Ambassador, Mozena
oversaw the largest aid budget in Asia outside
of Afghanistan and Pakistan, bolstering
Bangladeshi food security and nutrition, im-
proving health, and increasing capacity to
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cope with climate change, natural disasters,
and security challenges.

Beyond Ambassador Mozena’s current post-
ing in Dhaka, he had an impressive career ad-
vancing U.S. interests in South Asia and Afri-
ca. He previously served in Bangladesh as
Political/Economic Counselor from 1998-2001
and as a Deputy Political Counselor in India
and Pakistan. A member of Senior Foreign
Service, Mozena was U.S. Ambassador to An-
gola from 2007-2010 and previously worked
in the Office of Southern African Affairs from
1993 to 1995, during South Africa’s transition
from apartheid to democracy. Previous post-
ings include Lusaka and Kinshasa and a year
as a professor at the National War College.

Ambassador Mozena’s family has stood by
his side as he has pursued his career over-
seas. His wife of 40 years, Grace, is a retired
elementary school teacher who served with
him as a Peace Corps volunteer in then-Zaire.
Their two children, Anne and Mark, followed
their father throughout the world. | understand
that Mozena also looks forward to spending
time with the newest addition to his family, a
granddaughter named Mira, as well as his
mother Edna.

As Ambassador Mozena returns to his fam-
ily in the United States, we recognize his work
in Bangladesh and throughout his career as a
Foreign Service Officer.

———

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
TURNS 226

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this week
226 years ago, the first presidential election in
United States history was held across the 13
original colonies. Nowadays things change in
the blink of an eye, so one can imagine how
much our country has changed in 226 years.

Texas was still a part of the Spanish Empire
in 1789 and the United States had just re-
cently gained its independence from the Brit-
ish Empire. Back then, voting eligible citizens
would walk or ride their horses down cobble-
stone roads to the nearest poll.

Oddly enough, the first voters voted by
voice, rather than the secret ballot that we're
all used to now. Voters wouldn’t even vote for
who they wanted as President, but would ac-
tually vote for their state’s electors. The cho-
sen electors would then cast their vote for
President. Though we still have electors, citi-
zens now vote for who they believe should be
President rather than their state’s electors.
Electors are instead chosen by state govern-
ments and then each one is expected to vote
with the will of the people of their state. The
Electoral College voting system has been one
of the lone constants in an ever-changing po-
litical and voting landscape. It was used in the
first Presidential election and has been used
in every election since.

While the Electoral College has remained in
place since 1789, voting rights have changed
significantly over the years. For the first Presi-
dential election, an eligible voter was defined
as any white, land-owning male. However, our
country has progressed a great deal since
then and now defines an eligible voter as any
citizen over the age of 18, regardless of race,
gender, or societal status.
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We should be proud to live in a country
whose government recognizes everyone as
equal and allows each individual to vote, re-
gardless of race or gender. From 13 colonies
to 50 states and from voting by voice to voting
on touch-screen computers, our elections
have come a long way since 1789, and | ex-
pect the next 226 years to be just as great.

And that’s just the way it is.

IN HONOR OF PETER CHACON
HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Peter Chacon for a lifetime of selfless
service and leadership to our nation and our
community. He served honorably in the United
States Air Force during World War Il and in
the California State legislature for over 20
years.

Born in Phoenix, Arizona, Mr. Chacon was
raised in a home of modest means with three
older sisters and three younger brothers. As a
teenager, he would shine shoes and park cars
in downtown Phoenix to help support his fam-
ily. His father, Petronilo Chacon, served as a
commander in Mexico to Pancho Villa’s revo-
lutionary Army and taught Mr. Chacon to fight
for what he believed in with passion and de-
termination, while defending the rights of those
who could not do the same.

In 1943, at the age of 18 and in the midst
of World War Il, Mr. Chacon enlisted in the
U.S. Air Force. He served honorably for two
years of wartime service as a Ball Turret Gun-
ner on a B-17 Flying Fortress. During his
service, he flew 35 successful missions over
Germany. On one such mission, his plane was
shot down and forced to crash land on a small
island off the ltalian coast where he and the
rest of the crew were later rescued.

After the war, Mr. Chacon returned home as
a hero and enrolled in San Diego City College
and later San Diego State University where he
received a bachelor's degree in education and
a master’s degree in school administration. He
began a career as a teacher, where he dis-
covered injustices facing Spanish speaking
children in schools. In 1968, with the help of
two friends, Mr. Chacon founded the Chicano
Federation in an effort to unite the Latino
voice in the San Diego community. One of the
first accomplishments of the Chicano Federa-
tion was the creation of the historic Chicano
Park in the Barrio Logan community. Chicano
Park has come to be an important symbol of
the Chicano Movement.

In 1969, Mr. Chacon decided to run for the
California State Assembly in an effort the
change the education system from within. Mr.
Chacon was elected in 1970 to represent Cali-
fornia’s 79th assembly district, where he
served for 22 years. He is best known for au-
thoring legislation to create the California
Housing Finance Agency, the Rural Housing
Development Program, and the landmark Bi-
lingual/Bicultural Education Program for the
more than 230,000 limited English speaking
students in the state.

Mr. Chacon was an inspirational leader in
the San Diego community and his contribu-
tions will not be forgotten. He is survived by
his four sons, Chris, Paul, Ralph and Jeff.
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF KAREN
WILKINSON

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, as
Ranking Member and former Chairman of the
Committee on the Judiciary, | join with my col-
league, Rep. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT, the
former Chairman and Ranking Member of the
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland
Security, and Investigations, in celebrating the
life and recognizing the accomplishments of
Karen Wilkinson, who sadly passed away on
January 5.

Karen was a dedicated public servant, high-
ly valued counsel to the Committee, and be-
loved colleague.

We were fortunate to get to know Karen
through her work for the Committee in 2008
and 2009. During that time, Karen, an Assist-
ant Federal Public Defender, was a detailee
from the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts. Her detail was the first of a
Federal Public Defender to Congress. After
her work with the Committee, she returned to
Phoenix, Arizona to continue representing indi-
gent clients in federal criminal cases, which
she had done for eight years before coming to
the Committee. Prior to that, she clerked for
the U.S. District Court for Arizona and then
joined the law firm of Brown & Bain. Karen
graduated magna cum laude from Arizona
State University Law School, received a Mas-
ters in Business Administration from Nova Uni-
versity and her Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Michigan.

Karen’s accomplishments during her tenure
with the Committee include a number of bills
that dealt with issues that are very important
to improving our country’s criminal justice sys-
tem. During the 111th Congress, she was re-
sponsible for guiding several legislative meas-
ures to approval on the floor of the House of
Representatives, including: H.R. 448, the
Elder Abuse Victims Act of 2009; H.R. 632,
the National Silver Alert Act 2009; H.R. 748,
CAMPUS Safety Act of 2009; H.R. 908, the
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2009; H.R. 1333,
amending chapter 40 of title 18 of the United
States Code to exempt the transportation,
shipment, receipt, or importation of explosive
materials for delivery to a federally recognized
Indian tribes; H.R. 1727, the Managing Arson
Through Criminal History, MATCH, Act; H.R.
1933, a Child is Missing Alert and Recovery
Center Act; S. 1289, the Foreign Evidence Re-
quest Efficiency Act of 2009, and H.R. 2661,
the Court Security Enhancement Act of 2009.

In addition, she served as lead counsel on
several other very important bills under the ju-
risdiction of the Judiciary Committee in the
111th Congress, such as: H.R. 503, the Pre-
vention of Equine Cruelty Act of 2009; H.R.
2289, the Juvenile Justice Accountability and
Improvement Act of 2009; H.R. 2095, the Res-
titution for the Exonerated Act; H.R. 1149, the
Child Protection Reauthorization Act of 2009
and H.R. 1422, the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Reauthorization Act of 2009.
Karen also developed proposals subsequently
introduced as the Literacy Education and Re-
habilitation Act, a bill to require a criminal de-
fense representative to be appointed to the
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United States Sentencing Commission, the
Firearm Recidivist Sentencing Act, and legisla-
tion to correct the computation of good time
credit in the federal prison system. Her work
in developing H.R. 3327, the Ramos-Compean
Justice Act of 2009, has led to subsequent bi-
partisan, bicameral introduction of that bill,
now known as the Justice Safety Valve Act.
This bill has become one of the critical pro-
posals under consideration as a growing con-
sensus in the country is recognizing the need
to reform our sentencing laws in order to
achieve greater fairness, save unnecessary
costs in the criminal justice system, and re-
duce recidivism. These bills to reform the
criminal justice system, developed through her
efforts, are a lasting legacy of her dedication
to achieving fairness and justice for all.

Karen’s dedication to these issues during
her time working for the Committee was rep-
resentative of the professionalism and commit-
ment she showed as an Assistant Federal
Public Defender in representing her clients
and vindicating their rights to equal and fair
treatment under the law.

Today, we remember and appreciate Karen
Wilkinson’s dedication to public service, her
commitment to fairness, her wise counsel, and
the friendships she developed with us and her
Judiciary Committee colleagues. We will honor
her by pledging to advance the causes that
were her life’s calling.

———

HONORING GENE BESS

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Gene Bess from Poplar Bluff,
Missouri for his exceptional years of service to
the community as a basketball coach and
mentor.

Coach Gene Bess is considered one of the
most winningest college basketball coaches
recently gaining his 1,200th win. Coach Gene
has been recognized as one of the best
coaches in college basketball winning two na-
tional junior college championships.

Coach Bess has been named the NJCAA
Coach of the Year twice and Regional Coach
of the Year 18 times. He has led the Raiders
of Three Rivers College to 17 tournament ap-
pearances and the program has kept a win-
ning record consistently over .750.

Coach Bess’s impressive winning record is
only one of the reasons he is such a beloved
and respected member of the community
Coach Bess not only strives to motivate his
players to do their best on the court, but to
keep a clear focus on their future. He has ex-
pressed the importance he places on seeing
his players continuing their education at other
institutions and finishing their degrees.

For his remarkable accomplishments as a
college basketball coach and his dedication to
serve our community, it is my pleasure to rec-
ognize the achievements of Coach Gene Bess
before the House of Representatives.
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RECOGNIZING J. JORGE VERDUZCO
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of J. Jorge
Verduzco of Laredo, Texas.

Jorge Verduzco’s extraordinary career has
been characterized by global citizenship and
community service. Before beginning his ca-
reer, Mr. Verduzco earned a Bachelor's in
International Relations from St. Mary’s Univer-
sity, a Master's degree in Latin American
Studies from Georgetown University, a second
Master’'s from the American Graduate School
on International Management, and he com-
pleted graduate programs in Bank Marketing
and Commercial Lending.

Jorge Verduzco worked in the Latin Amer-
ican and Administrative Bureaus of the U.S.
Department of State for several years prior to
joining the International Bank of Commerce in
Laredo in 1981. With IBC, Mr. Verduzco has
served admirably for over two decades. In ad-
dition, his economic development efforts along
the Texas-Mexico border have been out-
standing, serving as Chairman of the Texas-
Mexico Authority Advisory Board, a member of
the Policy Board of the Texas Department of
Commerce, a founding member of the Border
Trade Alliance and the Association of South
Texas Communities, a founding Board Mem-
ber of the Alliance for 1-69 Texas, and a
Board Member of the Texas Association of
Business and Chambers of Commerce. His
service exemplifies a shining example of hu-
mility and dedication.

In addition to his exemplary career, Jorge
Verduzco is a committed husband of forty five
years, father, grandfather, and author of
“International Relations, The Organization of
American States.”

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize J. Jorge Verduzco for
his many accomplishments and great contribu-
tions to the Laredo area. | thank you for this
time.

————

RECOGNIZING MR. RAYMOND
BENCIVENGO

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today we
recognize a career of committed service to our
nation and our communities by Raymond
Bencivengo of Philadelphia.

Mr. Bencivengo’s service began as a United
States Marine serving in Vietnam and contin-
ued for 25 years after as a Philadelphia Police
officer, both on the beat and administratively.
Even after retiring from the police force in
1984, Mr. Bencivengo continued his commit-
ment to law, order and protection by serving
as a Pennsylvania State Parole Agent for 20
years.

In the summer of 2014, Mr. Bencivengo offi-
cially began his well-deserved retirement.

The quiet, selfless service of those like Mr.
Bencivengo should never go forgotten or un-
thanked. So today, | congratulate Raymond
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Bencivengo and wish him all the best in his
retirement.

CELEBRATING THE DEDICATION
OF THE TINNER HILL HISTORIC
SITE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of the founding
of the Fairfax County Branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) and to congratulate the
Tinner Hill Heritage Foundation on the long-
awaited dedication of the Tinner Hill Historic
Site.

On January 8, 1915, at the home of Joseph
Tinner in Falls Church, nine community lead-
ers formed the Colored Citizens Protective
League (CCPL) in order to fight an ordinance
in the then Town of Falls Church that would
have legalized forced segregation in the town.
This pioneering group evolved to become the
Fairfax County Branch of the NAACP, which
has played an instrumental role in the struggle
for civil rights in Fairfax County and the nation
for the past 100 years and will continue to do
so in its next century.

The Tinner Hill Foundation is a 501¢(3) non-
profit founded by Edwin B. Henderson I, a de-
scendant of E.B. Henderson, the CCPL’s first
Secretary, to preserve this important piece of
our community’s history. The Foundation helps
prepare tomorrow’s leaders by ensuring they
understand our community’s past through cul-
tural enrichment, arts, career and entrepre-
neurial education, mentoring, and counseling
opportunities and by sponsoring clubs, groups,
and organizations. The Foundation also has
been engaged in the creation of The Tinner
Hill Historic Site, The African American Herit-
age Walking Tour, The “Dear Editor” Contest,
and The Tinner Hill Blues Festival.

| am proud to have partnered with the Foun-
dation since | was the Providence District Su-
pervisor on the Fairfax County Board. It was
at a Foundation event like this where we first
discussed the idea of preserving this property,
and the very next day | worked with my col-
leagues on the Fairfax Board to direct the
County Executive to collaborate with the City
of Falls Church to purchase this site, which is
so significant to the cultural history of our
community. And earlier this year, | was
pleased to help capture moving and inspira-
tional stories from some of the Foundation’s
members as part of the Northern Virginia Civil
Rights Archive, which my office assembled in
collaboration with the Library of Congress and
local library branches.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the Tinner Hill Heritage
Foundation on this momentous occasion and
commending its members for their steadfast
efforts to preserve and promote the legacy of
the brave African Americans who established
the Fairfax County Branch of the NAACP and
for their commitment to advance educational
opportunities for students in the community. |
also congratulate the Fairfax County Branch of
the NAACP on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary. Please accept my sincere apprecia-
tion for your tireless efforts in support of equal
rights and justice for all.
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